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dtjhoyed  ;  and  the greaUjl  part  of  their  inhabitants 
ixpofed  to  all  the  miferies  attending  fuch  fnisCcr- 
tunes,     7 he  ivhcle  lofs  in  buildings^  mer- 
chandize^  furniture^    and   apparel^ 
amounud  /^  /, •  8 7 5 8 0  Si",  lod. 
JlerUng  ;  no  part  of  ivhich 
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fW^'K^^  L  T 1 1 0  U  G I  i  the  feveral  ads 
c?  A  t  of  private  munificence  to 
■^  ^    FRENCH  prifoners  in  diflrefs, 

during  the  late  ./ar,  fliould  be 
foon  forgotten  by  that  nation,  they  will 
mark  out  the  generofity  and  humanity  of 
BRITONS,  to  the  remotefl:  poftcrity.  If  it  is 
true,  that  we  fall  lliort  of  the  french  in 
external  civllitv,  it  iscoafdled,  thatfince- 
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fity  and  humanity  conftitiitc  our  charac- 
terillic.  Wc  fee  this  even  in  the  moll 
uncivilized  part  of  our  fcllow-fubjedts  : 
their  compallion  increafes  with  their 
power  of  revenge;  and  as  it  is  llic  great 
property  of  fri:i:dom  to  teaeii  men  a 
quick  fenfc  of  human  mifery,  wc  gene- 
rally find  that  ads  of  l)cnevolence  to  ene- 
mies keep  pace  with  courage,  as  cruelty 
difcovers  the  footfleps  of  fear. 

The  more  thoughtful  and  intelligent  a 
people  are,  the  more  naturally  will  a  foli- 
citude  for  the  prefervaticn  of  tlieir  fel- 
low-creature s  arile  in  their  minds  upon 
every  great  occafion  ;  whilil  the  ccledial 
fire,  which  warms  the  breall  of  the  true. 
followers  of  christ  will  cherilli  tlie  moil 
judicious  as  well  as  tender  regard  to  tliofc 

focial  duties  bv  which  man    is  bound  to 
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The  ruflciinij-s  of  the  inliabltants  of 
MONTRFAL  IS  thc  pfcfent  objcd.  Whe- 
ther we  coiifidcr  them  as  fkl low-sub- 
jects, or  only  as  men  under  afflic- 
tion, their  caufc  mull;  be  referred  to  the 
tribunal  of  humanity  and  rehgion.  Sueh 
a  dreadful  fire,  invohlng  fo  many  fami- 
lies in  the  mofl  acute  diftrefs,  cannot  be 
deemed  nn  ordinary  or  unintcrelling  event. 
And  it  fcems  to  be  for  our  honor  as  well 
as  our  advantage  to  give  them  fome  ret- 
lief,  fuch  as  they  jfhall  feel  and  rejoice 
IN,  though  it  cannot  reach  them  till  after 
their  firll  forrows  are  abated.  Thev  iia- 
turally  cxped:  this  of  us:  the  gover- 
nor of  QjJEBEC,  and  others  his  majes- 
ty's officers,  have  probably  flattered  them 
that  fo  very  dreadful  a  calamity,  which 
can  hardly  befall  fuch  a  city  in  thrice 
the  life  of  man,  will  not  pafs  unheeded 
by  fo  wife,  humane,  and  politic  a  nation 
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as  this.  The  unhappy  fuficrcrr)  allu  know 
that  in  our  private  capacities  \vc  are 
comparatively  rich,  and  candidates  for 
the  reputation  of  tlie  moft  extcnfive  hene- 
valence ;  whilfl  the  bare  thought  of  the 
miferies  created  hy  fire,  where  no  fault  is 
imputed,  pleads  with  an  angel's  voice 
in  behalf  of  the  wretched  fufferers.  And 
we  cannot  but  admit,  that  sufferers 
fuch  as  thefe,  are  privileged,  as  it  were, 
by  a  mandate  from  heaven,  to  beg  relief; 
and  of  whom  CAN  they  confiftently  beg 
it,  if  not  of  us  ? 


r'- 
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The  DISTRESSES  of  our  nation  (if 
upon  the  comparifon  the  exprcffion  is 
warrantable)  do  not  i  m  m  e  d  i  a t  e l  y  reach 
to  individuals.  The  ikill,  induftry,  and 
pecuniary  abilities  of  great  numbers,  dur- 
ing our  late  wars,  and  in  time  of  peack 

alfo,  have  been  fo  well  paid  for,  as  to  be 
c  converted 
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converted  into  Co  much  property  duel 
from  the  purmc  :  and  whilll  the  flate 
is  maintained  in  its  genuine  dignity,  lu- 
ftre,  and  jjovver,  it  is  fo  much  real  and 
fubllaiUial  riches. — But  to  this  end  it  is 
iiecellary  to  prckrve  every  individual  who 
conditutes  a  part  of  the  public,  whole 
misfortunes  are  owing  to  accidents  be- 
yond his  power  to  prevent.  This  is 
the  trucft  policy  of  the  wifefl  and  frceft 
nations,  and  operates  equally  in  pro- 
moting the  TEMPORAL  and  eternal 
FELICITY  of  men. 


i 


In  THIS  CASE  the  peculiar  fitiiatlon 
of  our  fellow-fubjed:s,  the  neighbors 
of  thcfe  CANADIANS  ought  likewifc  to 
be  taken  into  the  account  j  not  to  hold 
back  the  hand  of  charity,  but  to  open 
it  the  wider,  left  the  ncglccT:  fliould 
APPEAR    as    an    effect     of    rcfcntment, 

B  when 
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when  it  Is  fo  apparently  the  DUTY  of 
every  fubjed:  to  exercife  all  his  virtue, 
to  co-operate  with  the  fpirit  of  govern- 
ment, and  fubdue  every  difficulty  that  can 
obflrudt  the  mofl  perfed:  good-under- 
ilanding.  In  the  fame  proportion,  as 
there  is  occafion  for  the  exercife  of  can- 
dor, and  the  moil  jull  difcernment,  the 
natural  benevolence  of  our  hearts  ought 
like  wife  to  be  exerted  ;  and  how  can 
vvc  exert  it  fo  properly  as  towards  thofe 
who  arc  by  a  fatal  accident  in  real  di- 
ftrefs  ?  The  confideration  of  diflancc 
ought  to  make  no  difference  in  the  minds 
of  a  people  whofe  empire  is  extended 
to  fo  many  places  over  the  earth,  and 
who  are,  upon  proper  teflimony,  as  ca- 
pable of  judging  of  fuch  an  event  as  if  it 
had  happened  within  a  few  miles. 
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There  are  other    weighty  confidera- 
tions:    much   the   greater   part   of  thefc 
lufFcrers   are    strangers,    who,   tc   ule 
the  language  of  Uberty,    the   fortune  of 
war  has  put  under  our  protedlion  :  and 
thofe  who  have  not  {cqh  them  may  form 
fome  idea  of  them  by  report.      They  are 
STOUT,  comp:ly,  and  intrepid,  of  a 
vigilant,  laborious  and  obedient  difpo- 
fition.     They  have   given  proof  of  their 
discernment,  as  well  as  of  the  neces^ 
siTY    of  theii    fituation,    by   the    prefe- 
rence they  have  flicwn  to  the  British 
sovereignty,  when  they  were  at  their 
liberty    to  have  gone  to   old    France, 
and  though  military  government,  which 
took  place,  is  feldom  the   moft  favorable 
to  a  commercial  people,  they  had  reafon 
to  be  fenfible  of  the  advantageous  change. 
There  is  now   a  form  of  civil    oeco- 
NOMY  :    if  it  is   duly  adminillered,  and 
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rot  tindurcd  with  military  power,'  if 
vvill  probably  be  the  moft  grateful  to  a 
|)rave  and  intellij^ent  people.  It  is  our 
wifdom  and  our  duty  to  ihew  tliem,  in 
every  inpLorUG-j  that  we  are  as  willing  to 
be  THEIR  friends,  as  thev  can  be 
OURS.  And  let  us  endevor  to  feeure 
their  fidelity  to  the  crown  of  theje  realms, 
hv  en2:a<j^ini>:  tlieir  in: arts  as  well  aa 
their  T  OK  CUES.  They  profefs  allegiance 
to  the  KING,  let  us  engage  them  by 
every  tye  to  render  that  allegiance  in- 
violable. 


If  we  connder  a  fine  tra(^l  of  landj 
inhabited  by    eighty   or    a    hundred. 

THOUSAND  of  thefe  CANADIANS    (^7),    it 

is 

(rt)  One  may  eafily  form  an  iJca  of  their  numbers 
by  the  men  aduully  in  arms  at  the  battle  of  siL- 
"iiRiE,  and  in  oth'^r  ports.  If  thefe  amounted  to  iz 
or  15^000^  thcr?  muft  be  in  all  at  lead:  45,000  male? ; 
mWi  it  mav  be  nrcfumed  nearly  :ib  nianv  females. 
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iS  an  obje(fl  of  fuch  importance  as  can 
hardly  be  over-rated.  They  live  in  a 
country  where  plenty  abounds  [i),  and 
where  there  is  a  field  for  the  enjoyment 
of  health  and  ftrength,  fupport  and  con- 
tentment, for  numbers  without  limit. 

Whilft  we  carry  our  thoughts  into 
the  contemplation  of  the  temporal 
advantages  of  cultivating  a  perfect  cqr- 
refpondency  with  thefe  fellow-fubjedts  of 
CANADA,  we  may  indulge  the  pleafing 
profpedt  of  the  ftrength,  felicity,  and 
renown,  which  muft  refult  from  the 
clofeft  connexion  with  our  brethren  of 
AMERICA  in  general. — And  upon  every 
fuch  fair  opportunity  we  Ihould  fhew, 
how  little  the  inhabitants   of   his    ma- 

jesty'q 

(b)  Wheat  was  laft  fummer  at  a  price  equal  tq 
2S.  9d.  a  buQiel,  which  is  cheaper  than  it  could  ho 
bpMght  any  where  upon  the  whole  continent. 
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jesty\s  dominions  in  that  quarter  of  the 
o-lobe  have  to  fear  from  any  falfc  ambi- 
tion on  OUR  part. 

It  is,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  the  glory  of 
BRITISH  fubjedls  to  promote  UNIVERSAL 
happinefs,   to  prevent   real  evils,  and  to 
fuccor  the  diftrefled  in  every  form,   by  a 
free  communication  of  liberty,  and  the 
bounties  of  providence,  whilft  they  main- 
tain a  correfpondency  on  principles    de- 
void   of    every    mixture    but    mutual 
INTEREST,  fupported  by  mutual  af- 
T  EOT  ION.     And  nothing  furely  will  tend 
more   to  unite   their  hearts  in    europe 
and  AMERICA,  than  adls  of   real   kind- 
nefs  and  generofity,  and  a  folid  regard  for 
each  other,  as  fubjedls    of   the    beft  of 
PRINCES,  under  the  happieft  of  govern- 
ments. 

Nor 
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Nor  ought  it  to  be  deemed  any  dimi- 
nution of  the  moil  fubftantial  virtue, 
whilft  we  pay  a  religious  regard  to 
the  LAWS  of  our  country,  that  we  hope, 
both  in  our  national  and  private  capaci- 
ty, to  reap  the  advantages  of  commerce 
with  thefe  very  perfons  whofe  misfortunes 
now  claim  a  portion  of  our  attention.-—. 
Our  fellow-fubjed:s  at  home,  whom  hea- 
ven has  indulged  with  zeal  in  reli- 
gion', or  prudence  in  politics,  when 
they  are  duly  informed,  and  maturely 
think  of  the  fubjed:  now  laid  before 
them,  they  will  fee  the  refiftlefs  force 
and  propriety  of  this  application. 

Every  human  being  is  an  objedt  of  the 
divine  mercy.  Charity  well  applifd 
is  a  facrifice  the  mod  acceptable  to  the 
great  lord  and  companionate  fa- 
ther of  mankind,     Nor   need  we  any 
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bfoof  of  this,  beyond  the  daily  occur- 
rences of  life,  when  we  behold  the  arm 
of  benevolence,  as  the  inftrument  of 
providence,  extended  to  the  poor  to  en- 
courage VIRTUOUS  iNDUSTRYi  and  pre- 
vent the  SINFULNESS  and  calamitous 
fcffeds  of  IDLENESS  :  whilft  every  one 
preferved  from  beggary,  and  reftored  to 
the  exercife  of  a  ufeful  occupation,  is  an 
acquifition  of  riches  and  strength 
to  a  community. 

Thus  are  we  invoked  by  the  wifdom 
of  our  forefathers,  and  the  policy 
of  the  present  time  ;  by  our  reli- 
gion, our  interell,  and  our  liberty,  to  en- 
devor  to  preferve  every  individual  with 
the  tendernefs  of  fraternal  love. 


We  are  now  to    inform  our  fellow- 
fubjedts  what  the  lofs  was.     This  cannot 

yet 
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yet  have  reached  the  knowledge  of  many 
pious,  humane,  and  judicious  perfons, 
who  are  defirous  to  contrilmte  to  fuch 
adts  of  charity  ;  and  they  will  alfo  fee  the 
beginning  of  a  fubicription. — Were  we 
to  fuppofe  that  bepaufe  the  lofs  amounts 
to  upwards  of  /,'.  80,000  fterli ng,  there- 
fore nothing  can  arife  from  a  private 
contribution  worthy  of  notice,  it  would 

be  A  VERY  ERRONEOUS  CONCLUSION. 

The  greater  the  lofs  has  been,  it 
inufl  be  prcfumed  that  fo  many  more  of 
the  fufferers  are  reduced  to  extreme  di- 
flrefs,  though  a  confiderable  part  of  them 
Hiould  flill  remain  in  a  fituation  above 
the  acceptance  of  charity  ;  confe- 
quently  every  mite  will  be  of  moment. 
Inltead  of  difcouraging  individuals  from 
contributing,  as  if  the  objed:  were  be- 
yond the  bounds  of  relief,  it  is  the  more 
interefting    to    contribute,   though    in    a 

C  fmall 
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Ihiall  proportion. Every  degree  of  af*^ 

fiftancc  in  promoting  fo  genuine  a  labor  of 
love  to  ourfellow-fiibjed:s  will  be  accept- 
ed with  the  WARMEST  graiitude. 

Who  tlic  fuffcrcrs  were,  with  particu- 
lars what  their  lofs  confiftcd  in,  may  be 
{qqr  at  the  new-vork  cofiee-houle,  in 
xSweeting's-alley,  near  the  royal  ex- 
cliange,  where  any  perfon,  who  requires 
it,  may  have  a  printed  copy  of  tlie  au- 
thentic certificate  received  from  q^JE- 
BEC.  In  the  mean  while  the  following 
ABSTRACT  will  furnjfh  a  general  idea. 

The  Loss  fuftained  by  the  dreadful  Jirc 
en  Saturday  the  litb  of  May,  1765,  at 
Montreal,  attejled  hy  his  Excellency  the 
Hon.  "James  Murray y  his  Majeftys  Go- 
"cernor  of  the  Province  of  ^ichec,  in 
which  Montreal  isfituated-,  by  J,  Gold- 
frap.  Deputy  Secretary,  and  J.  Potts, 
4  Deptity 
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Deputy  Clerk  of  the  council  of  the  f aid 
province ;  the  account  whereof  dijiingiiijhes 
the  names  of  each  perfon^  and  in  what 
the  lofs  of  each  conJiJhuL 

In  St.  Fra?icois  {\iVQ(ti  (a)     1  r     -i- 

1  ?    54  lainilies 

were  burnt  out     •    -     j 

In  St.  Paul'^  ftreet  {6)     -       S7  dittos 

in  the  market-place 

Hofpital  ftreet 

St.  Louis  ilrect     «     -     » 

St.  Eloix  llreet 

St.  Sacrement  flreet 

St.  Nicholas  flrect 

St.  Ann  ftreet         -    - 

St.  Atin  fuburbs 

Grey  Si/lers  ho fpi t al ,  fu  b  u  rb s 

and  houfes  neareft  (r) 

111 

(a)  St.  Francis's  ftreet  conftitutes  a  ConfiJerable  part 
of  the  upper  town,  where  the  trading  people  refidc. 

{b)  St.  Paul's  is  a  capital  ftreet  that  interieds  the 
lower  and  upper  town. 

(c)  This  is  called  Les  Sceurs  rrifesy  or  general  hof- 

C  2  pital, 
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In  all  215  families  {(f),  of  whom  mttcft 
the  greater  part  were  Canadians,  newly 
become  fubjeds. 

The  whole    value,    aceordhig    to   the 
faid  authentic  account,  Hands  thus  : 

Value  in  buildings,  (t')  31980  .  0.0 
In  merchandl'/c  —  547 1^  •  5  •  9 
In  furniture  and  apparel,  25361  .  12  .  6 
Incafli,  plate,  and  bills,     4814  .     0.3 


Their  currency,    1 16773  .  18  .  6 


(/)  Equal  to  fterling,  87580  ,     8  .  10 

Thus 

pital.  It  is  at  fome  diilancc  without  the  w:ills,  fe- 
parated  by  a  rivulet,  but  found  no  protection  trom  the 
devouring  flames.  This  hofpital  receives  foundlings, 
and  the  children  of  the  poor,  fick  and  decrcpid  peo- 
ple. It  had  alfo  apartments  for  widovi^s ;  and  upon 
paying  a  qqiVaui  fum  at  thvir  entrance  it  received  la- 

diei^^ 
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Thus   in    one    fatal    day,    within    the 
ipace  of  THREE  hours,  the  grcatefl  part 

of  thcfe    fiuiiihcs,  then    liappy   under  a 

BRlTIStt 

dies,  who  retire  from  the  world,  not  as  nuns,  for 
they  have  the  liberty  of  vifiting  their  friends  within 
rhc  limits  of  the  liofpital. 

((7)  Montreal  contains  about  7000  inhabitants. 
It  is  here  the  French  Canadians  were  moft  defirous 
of  retreating  when  they  had  acquired  a  fubfiftance  j 
the  adjacent  country,  where  they  have  many  feats  and 
farms  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  being  delightfully 
plealantj  and  the  climate  more  agreeable  than  at 
Quebec.  It  was  computed  that  one  fourth  part  of  the 
city  was  confumcd,  and  about  one  third  part  in  value. 

(e)  An  cxadl  furvey  w:is  made  on  oath  by  mafons 
and  carpenters. 

(f)  It  is  worthy  of  notice  that  thcfe  people  were 
lb  tender  of  what  they  evidenced  on  oath,  that 
great  numbers  declared,  lumc  time  after,  that  they 
found  their  lofs  t<.>  be  confidcrably  greater  than  the 
account  they  had  fworn  to.  'lliere  were  two  per- 
fons  of  the  council  of  qjterec  appointed  as  commif-* 
fioners  tg  take  the  df'pofirion^. 
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BRITISH  government,  were  reduced  to 
the  moll:  grievous  diftrels.  The  fire 
burnt  with  lucl^  relilllefs  violence,  oc- 
cafioned  by  u  very  higli  wind,  that  the 
people  were  hardly  able  to  refcue  any 
thing  from  the  devouring  flames  {g). 

A  iinall 

is)  This  accoiMU  will  ha i illy  appear  credible,  till  it 
IS  cotifidcrcd,  that  althouirh  their  houfes  are  made  of 
limeftonc,  they  are  either  covered  with  shin(;I/Es, 
made  of  white  ccd.ir,  in  the  manner  of  tylcs,  or 
with  boards  j  and  they  had  not  at  this  time  any  fire- 
cngincs.  Lafl:  fuminer  (wo  of  thcfe  ufeful  machines 
were  fent  over  to  them.  It  muft  alfo  be  confidercd, 
that  the  houfes  are  inclofed  within  the  fortificati- 
ons, and  fome  fo  near  that  one  of  the  city  gates  was 
burnt,  as  well  us  the*general  hofpital  without  the 
gates. — 'i'hc  two  capital  ftrcets  being  on  fire  on  both 
fides,  there  was  no  fecurity  :  the  flames  and  flakes 
of  lire  were  blown  with  fuch  impetuous  violence, 
that  many  of  the  goods  which  were  carried  to 
rafts  or  floats  upon  the  river,  and  prefumed  to  be  in 
fafetv,  were  notwithftanding  deftroyed  by  the  fire. 
Add  to  this,  during  the  general  confufion  that  reign- 
ed, 
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A  fmall  number  of  them  were  laborers, 
more  were  niechaincs,  and  many  let  lodg- 
ings : 

<J,  there  were  numerous  thefts  comiiiittcd,  of  which 
thcdcliiKjuents  could  not  be  cafily  difcovercd.  This 
cataltrophc  was  fo  dreadful,  that  though  it  happened 
in  the  fummer,  at  two  in  the  afternoon,  feveral  per- 
sons loft  theii-  lives,  as  the  Canadians  fct  forth  in 
their  petition  to  General  Murray.  This  account  is 
corroborated  by  a  genuine  letter,  written  the  20tli 
of  May  from  the  city,  two  days  after  the  f.rc,  of 
which  the  followinfji;  is  an  extract  : 

**  The  fire  began  in  the  garret  of  Mr.  Lcvlngjlony^ 
(aperfon  of  reputation)  "  occafioned  by  hot  afhcs, 
*'  carried  thither  to  make  foap.  It  broke  out  at  the 
*'  roof,  and  in  an  inllant  the  whole  was  in  a  flame, 
'*  which  communicated  to  the  neighboring  houfesoa 
"  both  fides  of  St.  Francis's  ftrect.  The  confufiou 
"  and  diftrefs  of  the  inhabitants  is  not  to  be  expreft, 
"  Many  of  them  were  in  the  country,  and  thofe  who 
"  were  prefent  had  not  time  to  fave  any  part  of  their 
*'  merchandize  or  houfliold  goods.  Others  loft  all, 
"  even  to  their  books,  papers,  plate,  and  money, 
"  This  misfortune  has  fallen  on  the  richeft  and  moft: 
f'  tfading  part  of  the  city,  where  the  buildings  were 

"  the 
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Ings  :  being  thus  deprived  of  their  only 
property,  their  habitations,  furniture,  and 
apparel,  they  were  reduced  to  fo  much 
the  greater  mifery.  The  ftreets  above- 
mentioned  conftituting  the  chief  part  of 
the  trading  divifion  of  the  town,  many 
merchants  and  fliopkeepers  were  involved 

in 

'<  the  beft  and  moft  filled  with  merchandize.  But 
"  the  far  greater  part  cf  the  fufferers  have  now  only 
'*  the  cloaths  on  their  backs.  Many  who  had  the 
^^  fortune  to  fave  a  few  goods  out  of  their  houfes,  and 
**  lay  them  on  rafts,  or  by  the  river  fide,  lofl:  them 
*'  again  either  by  the  flames  or  by  theft.  The  fire 
*'  was  flopt  by  uncovering  Monf.  Landrieves  houfe, 
'«  one  end  of  the  hofpital  *,  and  two  fmall  houfes 
*'  between  Monf.  St.  Gcrmairis  and  the  corner  oppo- 
"  fite  Monf.  Rcau?nes.  The  wind,  which  when  the 
*'  fire  began  was  at  N.  N.  W.  turned  fuddenly 
*'  to  N.  E.  which,  with  thefe  precautions,  and  the 
''  united  efforts  pf  the  foldiers  and   the  inhabitants, 

"  faved 

*  The  hofpitnl  of  Les  Socurs  de  L'  Hofpital  in  St.  Paul's  ftrcct.  Thefe 
fillers  are  as  in  a  mmery,  but  they  devote  themfelves  to  attendance  on  the 
fick  and  wgunded,  and  they  accordingly  attendci  the  Biitifli,  Frenthj  antj 
Canadians, 
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m  the  misfortune,  and  feme  of  thofe 
whom  the  French  uf.^d  to  call  voia- 
GEURS,  or  itinerant  traders,  who  come 
to  this  city  to  buy  commodities,  which 
they  carry  into  the  country,  and  after 
two  or  three  months  bring  back  the  re- 
turns in  FURS. 

There  was  fome  relief  fent  from  Que- 
bec (i>),  on  this  mournful  occafion,  and 

fonie 

"  faved  the  reft  of  the  town.  For  had  it  gone  up 
"  that  ftreet  which  leads  to  the  parifti-church,  or 
<«  fired  the  hofpital  des  Sa-urs,  it  would  have  been 
"  very  difficult,  if  not  impoflible,  to  have  faved  any 
"  part  of  the  town.  There  are  no  principal  houfes 
*'  burnt." 

The  accounts  differ  only  in  the  number  of  houfes, 
fome  call  it  108,  fome  no,  which  feems  to  be  a 
very  immaterial  circumttance,  for  two  houfes  being 
hurt,  not  deftroyed,  may  not  be  reckoned. 

(/;)  The  fum  fent  from  quEBEc  amounted  to 
about  £.  380  ftcrling,   which  was  laid  out  in  pro^ 

vifions  and  clothes  for  the  immediate  relief  of  the 
Sufferers, 

D 


^ 

.^-f: 


■,•■•;-     j 


& 


[  26  i 

feme  adlrtance  given,  as  may  he  eafily 
conceived,  by  the  other  inhabitants  of 
MONTREAL,  to  their  relations  and  friends, 
but  it  was  only  a  temporary  fupport ; 
and  in  the  circumftances  of  the  infant 
ftate  of  thefe  colonies,  fince  the  conqueft 
of  them,  more  could  not  be  expedled. 


if 
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Of  all  the  calamities  incident  to  hu- 
man life,  none  are  more  dreadful  than 
FIRE,  when  it  gets  the  command. 
Earthquakes,  when  they  do  not  throw 
down  houles,  and  bury  the  inhabi- 
tants in  the  ruins  :  Inundations  that 
reach  not  the  lives  of  men  :  Epidemical 
difeafes  which  do  not  rage  with  violence^ 
ftrike  not  the  imagination  with  fo  much 
HORROR,  nor  call  forth  the  compafTioii 
which  the  great  author  of  nature  hath 
implanted  in  the  human  breaft,  with  fa 
much  ENERGY.,  as  when  we  fee  our  fel- 
low- 
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low-creatures  diftreffed  by  the  mercilefs 
fury  of  this  element. 


C'l' 


To  behold  amidft  the  flames,  the  sicic 
or  MAIMED,  the  INFIRM  OLD  womau, 
or  more  decrepid  man,  drooping  under 
the  refiillefs  ftrokes  of  mortality,  yet  ea- 
gerly flying  from  the  firy  darts  of 
death;  the  tender  husband  anxious 
to  preferve  his  wife,  and  the  more 
tendter  mother  feeking  for  her  chil- 
PR  en,  dearer  to  her  than  the  blood  that 
animates  her  frame  ! — This  is  a  fcene  too 
interesting  for  defcription  !  — -Yet 
this  is  but  the  beginning  of  the  sor- 
row that  many  experience  on  thefe  oc- 
cafions.  We  have  too  often  feen,  that 
many  efcape  from  fire  who  have  no  food 
to  fatigfy  their  hunger;  no  raiment  to 
cover  their  nakednefs  -,  no  houfe  to  guard 
them  from  the  inclemency  of  the  flcy, 
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Miiny  were  thus  cxpofed  on  this  fad  oc- 
cafion,  and  muft  have  periflied  but  for 
the  mercy  of  their  fcUow-creatures. 

Scarce  was  the  fword  well  flieath'd, 
and  the  widow's  tears  dried  up,  when 
this  conflagration  happened.  Under  their 
former  governors,  grown  defperate  by 
repeated  defeats,  thefe  people  had  expe- 
rienced the  numerous  calamities  of  war, 
not  with  us  only,  but  alfo  with  the  fa- 
va2;e  Indians.  They  had  like  wife  felt 
the  afflicflion  of  famine,  the  interruption 
of  their  trade,  and  the  fufpenfion  of 
their  paper  money.  They  dreaded  the 
fame  hard  fate  from  us,  but  they  were 
agreeably  furprized  by  a  different  rule  of 
condu6t.  The  remains  of  their  fub- 
ftance  was  improving  when  this  melan- 
choly event  fuddenly  fell  upon  them.  — ? 
5hall  we  not  take  a  share  in  their  mif-r 
4  fortunes  ? 
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fortunes  ?  Sbnll  not  the  various  reafons 
which  concern  the  lituatlon  of  thefc 
brave  Canadians,  our  new  fellow* 
fubjeds,  move  our  compafiion  ?  Let  us 
not  think  they  have  no  claim  on  us;  but 
ftretch  forth  our  arms  to  that  diftant  re- 
gion, in  hopes  one  day  to  receive  the 
mercy  which  the  great  Parent  of  man-^ 
kind  will  extend  to  all  his  obedient  chil^ 
drcn,  in  endlefs  ages  of  felicity,  when 
the  WHOLE  EARTH  wiU  be  diffolved  by 
f  IRE  ! 


^? 


Nor  ought  we,  whilft  we  draw  the 
vital  air,  to  forget  in  what  manner  it 
pleafed  divine  providence  to  blefs 
HIS  majesty's  arms,  and  to  give  him 
the  poflelfion  of  the  country  of  which 
the  city  in  queftion  is  in  feveral  refpe(5ts 
the  principal.  Let  us  look  back  on  the 
laborious  marches   and   hidden  dangers, 

the 
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the  lofty  mountains  and  rapid  ftreams  j 
the  fkill  of  our  leaders,  the  ftratagenis  of 
war,  the  valor  of  our  troops,  and  all  the 
arduous  efforts  of  the  enemy  !  Can  we 
think  of  thefe  circumftances  without  th€ 

moft     AWFUL     GRATITUDE  !      Or     CAN 

we  exprefs  our  acknowledgments  fo  well 
as  by  our  munificence  on  this  occafion,  in 
the  firm  perfuafion  that  we  fhall  be  in- 
ftmrfiental  in  reftbring  many  of  our  fel- 
1ow-fubje(5ts  to  a  condition  of  fupporting 
thernfclves,  fo  much  the  fooner,  and  fo 
much  the  better ;  and  by  rendering  them 
happy,  return  fourfold  advantage  into  the 
bofom    of    our    common    parent,    our 

A^OUNTRV. 

Ih  thefe  feveral  views  we  prefefit  iht 
t:aufe  of  the  fulterers  at  Montreal.  It 
IS  meant  that  no  circumftance  which  re- 
ligion, humanity,  or  true  volicy  can 
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fiiggcll,  fliall  be  omitted.  Thus  fliall  \vc 
conciliate  their  minds  to  the  British  go- 
vernment,  and  render  the  oeconomy  of 
it,  in  that  quarter  of  the  world,  fo  much 
the  SAFER.  In  proportion  to  the  en- 
couragement afforded  for  the  promotion 
of  ufeful  INDUSTRY  and  labor,  it  is 
to  be  prefumed  their  attachment  to  this 
country  will  increafe. 

By  fuch  means  we  fliall  alfo  lliew 
them  w^hat  our  protestantism  in*- 
fpires,  in  the  moft  cfTential  part  of  chri^ 
ftianity:  we  fliall  iTiew  them  that  the 
BRITISH  nation  is  not  more  to  be  dread- 
ed for  their  valor  and  intrepidity, 
than  beloved  for  the  exercife  of  the 
SOCIAL  virtues  :  and  thefe  quali- 
ties, difplaycd  on  this  occafion,  will,  in 
their  natural  tendency,  promote  that 
HARMONY,  on  which  the  profperity  of 

the  ftate  depends. 

Thus 
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TIius  lliall  we  behold  commerce  and 
navigation  fixed  on  the  securest  ba- 
sis ^  benevolence  cheriflied ;  the  hearts 
of  all  the  fubjedts  of  the  British  em- 
pire united  by  a  concordance  of  fenti- 
ment,  ajuft  difcernmentof  whatis  right 
and  fit  for  the  common  good;  and  a 
refolution  to  adhere  to  fuch  right* 
And  being  thus  bound  by  a  fmcere  and 
mutual  affection,  even  the  moft  adverfc 
events  may,  in  the  ilTue,  contribute  to 
give  permanency  to  the  (late,  and  unin- 
terrupted happinefs  to  the  kino  and  his 
people. 

Thofe  who  fee  the  cafe  in  any  point 
of  view,  to  induce  them  to  contribute, 
may  be  aflured,  that  as  all  due  attention 
has  been  employed  in  obtaining  the  moft 
exa(ft  information  of  the  true  ftate  of  the 
cafe,  the  fame  care  will  be  taken  in  the 
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diitributlon  of  their  munificence  with  the 
utmoll  propriety.  We  who  have  accept- 
ed the  charge  of  this  bufincfs,  as  a  com-* 
MIT  rEE  feledted,  at  a  general  meeting  of 
the  fubfcribers,  will  do  every  thing  in  our 
power  to  anfwer  the  end  in  view,  in  re- 
lieving the  SUFFERERS  in  the  beffc  man- 
ner. And  in  due  time  the  subscribers 
iliall  be  informed,  to  whom,  and  in 
what  proportions  the  money  has  been  di- 
ftributed,  fo  as  to  be  of  the  moft  fcrvice 
to  the  OBJECTS  of  their  bounty* 

It  is  prefumed  that  nothing  more  need 
be  added,  as  to  information  of  real  fa6ls 
or  fubftantial  reafoning,  but  that  the  time 
is  drawing  near  when  the  river  of  st. 
LAWRENCE  v/ill  be  open,  and  the  corref- 
pondence  free ;  and  the  better  news  we 
can  communicate  to  our  canadiai^ 
fellow-subjects,  the  more  happy  we 
iliall  eftcem  ourfelves. 
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The  Committee  or  Trustees,  meet 
at  the  New-York  Coflee-Houfe  every 
Thurfday  at  1 1  o'clock,  and  will  be 
glad  to  be  favored  with  the  afliflance 
of  any  fubfcribcr. 

John  Thornton,  Efq.   Treafurer. 


Sir  Samuel  Fludycr,  Bt. 
IP^illiajn  Burke,  Ffq, 
John  Pownally  Efq, 
Pere:  Ciift,  Efq^, 

Robert  Allen ^  Efq^. 
Samuel  Snuihy  E[q_, 
John  Marlar,  Efq, 
Robert  Macky^  Efq, 
TFilliam  Ncate,  Efq. 
Fowler  JValhr,  Efq. 
Richard  Neave^  Efq. 


Edward  Paine,  Efq, 
Andrew  Devifme,  Efq. 

Mr.  Daniel  Fialars. 
Mr.  Iftdore  Lynch, 
Mr.  John  Strettelh 
Mr.  Robert  Hunter. 
Mr,  Francis  Rybot. 
Mr.  Robert  Grant. 
Mr.  Gregory  Olive, 
Mr.  Benjamin  Price. 
Jonas  I'lanway,  Efq. 


Edward  GREi-N,  Secretary. 
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Bii  chin  lane. 


Sir  Char,  /fj^iil^  Nighti}jgn!<\  and  IVicken.leni 

Mcjfrs.  Chffe^  fFalpoie,  mid  Clarke, 

Akjf^'S.  Roffey^  Neale,  Janies^  and  Fordjce, 

Mcjjrs.  Hcnion^  Brown,  and  Son^ 

Mcjjrs.  Bland^  and  Barnet^ 

ALjJrs.  BatfoHy  Stcphenfon,  and  Uo^gart^ 

Mejfrs.  Boldero^  Carter^  Burnjion^  and  Smithy 

A'Ljfrs.  Brajfey^  Lee^  and  Jyton^ 

Alejfrs.  George  and  IVtUiam  GineSy 

Mr'Jfrs.  Fuller  and  Cope,  l 

Mqfrs.  Vcre,  Glyn,  and  TlalifaXy  y 

Sir  George  Amyand,  Staples^  a7id  Mercer,   CcrnhilL 

Sir  George  Cdebrooke,  and  Co.    Threadneedlc  Jlreet, 

Sir  Jofeph  Hankey,  and  Partners,  Fenchurch-fircct, 

Miffrs,  Hnry^  Richards,  and  Richard  Hoare^  Fleet- 

ftrect. 
Sir  Francis  Gcjling,  Gojling  and  Clive,  Ditto, 

Mejfrs.  Robert  Child^  and  Co.  Temple  Bar. 

MejJ'rs.  James  and  Thomas  Cctttts,  Strand. 

Alr-Jfrs.  And,  Dnanmond,  and  Co.     Charing- crofs. 
Mejfrs.  Bachwell,  Harty  Dardl,  and  Croft,     Pall' 

nialL 
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29th  Jan.  1766. 
Donations  in    behalf  of  the   fuftercrj 
by  fire  at  Montreal. 


Ifaac  Adamfon,  Efq; 

A        _ 

R.  A.  — 

Robert  Allen,  Efq; 
Mr.  Latham  Arnold 
Mrs.  Sarah  Aynworth 
Mr.  Addcriey  — 

Henry  Archer,  Efq-, 
E.  A.  and  A.  B. 


B. 

Meflrs.  Beckman  and  Company 
Meflrs  Bland  and  Barnett         — , 
William  Burke,  Efq; 

M,  B.        , 

M.  B.  

J.  B. 
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The  Right  Hon.  Secretary  Conway  50 
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McfTrs.  Clay  and  Auguttcr       — 
John  Carter,  Efqj  ■ 

C.C.  

Mrs.  Margaret  Cliitty 

M.  C.  

Mr.  Edward  Clark 
Edward  Coke,  Efq;  Canterlitry 
Solomon  da  Cofta,  Efq-,         — 
McfTrs.  Coleman  and  Lucas      — 

C.  W-. 

Charles  Crockar,  Efq;  ■■ 

Pere :  Cuft,  Efq-,         ^  — 

John  Darker,  Elq;        —      — 

P.  D.  

John  Dewes,  F^fq-, 
J.  D.            ^        — 
^.  D.  . 
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Do£lor  Fotheraill 


J-  F. 
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Sir  Samuel  and  Sir  Thomas  Fludyer  25     O     o 


G. 


Mrs  Sarah  Gibbins 
Mr.  Edward  Green 
MefTrs.  Grant  and  Co, 


I 

5 


Lowe  Griffin,  Efq;         —        — 
Mr.  John  Goode,  of  lienjingtnn   — 
Lady  Eliz.  Germain,  a  lottery  ticket. 
No.  39 > 89 6,  Blani-c,  produced         5 

H 

Mr.  William  Higginfon 
MefTrs.  Humphry s  and  Har 
Mr.  Robert  Hunter 
Mr.  Leonard  Hammond 
Jonas  Hanway,   Efq; 
Thomas  Han  way,  Efqj 
G.  H.  > 
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L 

Mr.  John  Irilli  -^        

Mr,  John  Jones,  of  Hackney       — 
Mrs.  Deborah  Jennings         ■ 
By  the  Rev.  Mr.  Jacob  JefFerfon. 


L. 


A  Lady  *■  — 

L.  M.  B.  . 

Mr.  Lowe,  of  SL  Mary  k  Bone 
Mr.  Thomas  Lever 
Mr.  Ifidore  Lyncli 

M. 

Mr.  James  Mather 

Mr.  Moore  — 

E.  M.  — > 

John  Marlar,  Efq; 

Robert  Macky,    Efq-, 

Francis  Mcfcres,  Efq;  — • 

MeiTrs.  Maudir,  Wright,  and  Co, 
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H.  N. 

R.  Nettleton,  Efq-,        — 
James  Norman,  Efq; 
"William  Neate,  Efq-, 
Richard  Neave,  Efq; 

O. 

Mr.  Edward  Ommanney 
Z.  O.        ■ 
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Overplus  of  the  fire-colle(5lionfor  Ro- 

therhithe         -    ■■-  — — 

Mrs.  Okenden  ■ 

P. 

W.  P.  —         —        — 

w.  p.  —         — 

Mr.  Wm.  Pocock  

Meflrs.  Benjamin  Price,  and  Son 
Edward  Paine,  Efq*,  — — 

A.  P.  ^         —  -~ 

John  Pownall,  Efqj 

R. 

McfTrs.RofTcyjNealejJameSjFordyce  21     00 
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Mr.  Francis  Rybot 
Samuel  Rickards,  Efq; 
Mr.  John  Rogers 


S. 


Samuel  Smith,  Efq; 


Mr.  John  Strettell, 
Sir  William  Stephenfon 

w.  s.      . 


Mrs.  Mary  Sneyd        -— 
Mr.  Spiller  — 

W.  S.  bvMeflrs.  Floares 

O.  o«  0»  •— — ■* 
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Mr.  Sucklartd  • 

Sundry  perfons,  by  the  hands  of  Mr. 
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Mr.  S.  Towers  — • 

John  Thornton,  Efqj       

The  Hon.  Dr.  George  Talbot 
R.  T.  
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A  perfon  unknown 
Ditto  
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A  gentleman  unknown 

A  peribn  unknown 

A  perfon  unknown 

A  perfon  unknown 

A  perfon  unknown 

A  perfon  unknown,  by  Mr.  Geo.  Box  3     3 

A  perfon  unknown     ■  .     — •—        .    010 

A.  B.  a  lady  unknown 3     3 

A  gentleman  unknown,  by  Mr<  Lane  5     5 
J.  V.  —  50    o 

Mr.  Daniel  Vialars  —  21  •   o 
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Fowler  Walker,  Efq-,     ' 

Sweet  Wood,  Efq; 

Meflrs.  Watfon  and  Olive 

J.  W. 

A.  W. 

Mr.  Joim  Whifton 

Rcibert  Ward,  Efq; 


5 

'  5 

0 

10 

10 

0 

10 

10 

0 

5 

5 

0 

2 

2 

0 

5 

5 

Q 

5 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

Mr, 


% 


[    43     ] 


Mr.  Henry  Young 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

iith  Feb.  1766. 

TN  addition  to  the  note  page  23,  //  fliouhi  be 
"^  obferved^  that  the  rooms  of  their  houfcs  at  Mon^ 
treat  are  floored  with  clay^  and  ft  ones  laid  on  them^ 
in  order  to  prevent  fire :  but  as  the  French  in  Europe 
are  much  behiftdus  in  the  mechanic  arts^  which  con- 
tribute to  the  fafety  and  conveniency  of  life^  they 
are  ftill  more  fo  in  their  colonies ;  to  which  caufe 
we  may  attribute  thefe  Canadians  having  been  with- 
out fire  engines  on  this  occ a/ton.  This  misfortune  will 
be  remedied  hereafter^  and  it  may  he  hoped  every 
ether  conveniency  will  be  introduced  among  them^ 
and  efpecially  the  conveyance  of  water  to  refer- 
voirs^  which  is  much  wanted  there.    This  defeSl 
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indeed  is  the  more  pardonable^  when  it  is  confider* 
edy  that  info  vajl  and  opulent  a  city  as  London^  it 
is  hut  the-  other  day  it  was  attended  with  very 
fatal  confeqitences.  Thefe  Canadians  ffiould  alfo  ufe 
tyles  properly  glazed  infteadoffJiingks^  which  wilU 
as  far  as  human  prudence  can  go,  ef  equally  pre- 
Tent  fuch  misfortunes  for  the  future.  It  is  evi^ 
dent  from  the  ciiftom  of  the  Rtiffians,  that  fuch 
tyles  will  ft  and  the  melting  offnowand  thefeverity 
cffroft^  th(^  the  Canadians  have  received  a  vulgar 
notion  to  the  contrary,  It  is  true  indee  \  that  thin 
iron  plates  painted  or  tinned  oz'ery  as  ufed  among  the 
Riijfiansfor  their  heft  houfes,  will  in  the  ijfue  prove 
the  cheapeft  way  of  buildings  feeing  that  flames  or 
flakes  offlre  cannot  eafily  make  an  impreflion  on  them. 
It  is  hoped  every  expedient  that  reafon  and  experi^ 
ence  can  fuggeft  will  hereafter  he  brought  into  ufe^ 
HOW  that  they  have  fuch  able  inftru^ors  as  ourfehes. 
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IiST  relation  to  the  (afe  methods  of  co- 
vering houfes  to  prevent  the  communi- 
cation of  fire,  fome  perfons,  now  bound  for 
Canada,  intend  to  try  if  flate  will  ftand  the 
froft.  Iron-plate  coverings  are  certainly 
the  beft.  As  to  turning  the  edges  of  the 
plates  one  within  another,  this  method  is 
pradifed  in  Sweden,  as  well  as  Ruflia,  but 
it  is  fubjedt  to  fome  inconveniences,  as  being 
apt  to  break  the  edges.  There  is  another 
method  lefs  coftly  as  to  the  labor,  and 
which  will  probably  anfwer  much  better, 
viz.  to  cover  the  boards  which  compofe  the 
top  of  the  houfe  with  two  layers  of  brown 
paper,  dipt  in  hot  tar^  then  lay  on  two 
iron  plates,  every  other  one,  fo  that  the 
third  may  over-lap  about  an  inch  on  each 
of  the  two  :  brown  paper  dipt  in  tar  mull: 
be  under  the  third,  as  well  as  the  two  firil 
plates,  and  extended  fo  far  as  to  come  un- 
der the  fiftenings  of  the  plates,    to  con- 
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folidatc  them.  Thefe  plates  fhould  be 
previoufly  punched  with  a  proper  fteel 
puncjier,  and  fitted  to  each  other.  The 
plates  being  cut  of  equal  lengths,  the  holes 
may  be  made  to  anfwer  to  each  other. 
Faften  the  work  with  copper  nails,  which 
will  not  ruft  like  iron.  A  puncher  may  be 
ufed  to  prepare  the  way  through  the  paper, 
and  the  gimblet  to  follow,  otherwife  the  cop- 
per nails  may  be  eafily  refifted.  The  plates 
being  painted,  or  tinned,  and  fattened  as 
above,  will  ftand  all  weather,  and  alfo  refifl 
wind  better  than  in  the  method  of  turning 
the  edges. 


P.  S.  March  20,  1766.  The  committee 
having  thought  it  moft  advifeable  to  fuf- 
pend  the  application  for  the  relief  of  the 
Canadian  poor  fufferers,  for  fome  weeks 
paft,  have  now  the  pleafure  to  inform  the 
public,  that  Mr.  Thornton  and  Mr.  Han- 
way  having  been  deputed  to  wait  on  the 
King,  with  this  cafe,  his  Majefty  received 
them  moft  gracioully,  and  with  his  ufual 
clemency  and  benignity,  was  pleafed  to  give 
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500/.  towards  the  relief  of  thofe  who  are 
in  real  diftrefs. 

It  is  hoped,  when  our  fellow  fubjecfts 
are  fully  informed  of  the  real  ftate  of  this 
cafe,  they  will  think  it  a  very  proper  ob- 
je(^  for  the  exercife  of  their  humanity  as 
mem  their  charity  as  chrifiians),  and  their 
policy  as  members  of  the  community. 


In  addition  to  the  lift. 

The  R.  H.  Marquis  of  Rock^ 

ingham  has  given         -         *  100 
The  R.  H.  Earl  of  Dartmouth      50 

T.  Afkell o 

Rev.  Mr.  Birch       -        .        -        j 
P.  P.       -----.--     I 

T.  S.  -       ^       -       -       -        o 

C.  G.      --       -       -       -       -I 

Dr.  Richard  Ruflell     -     -       -       2 
A.  B.       -       -        -        -       -      20 

George  Anfrere,  Efq;       -        -      S 
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